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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN EXPECTATIONS REGARDING FY 1978 
PL 480 PROGRAM 

REF: A) CAIRO 7297, B) STATE 21288 

1 . YOU ARE CORRECT IN ASSUMING THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT, 

IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, FOR USG TO PROVIDE EGYPT WITH TITLE I 
ASSISTANCE IN ADDITION TO DOLS. 129.9 MILLION PROGRAM. 

WHICH INCLUDES ONE MILLION TONS OF WHEAT, WHICH WAS 
SUBMITTED IN PROPOSED FY 1978 ALLOCATION TRANSMITTED TO 
CONGRESS IN JANUARY. IT IS, OF COURSE, IMPOSSIBLE NOW TO 
PREDICT ALL DEMANDS ON TITLE I COMMODITIES IN FY 1978, 
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BUT WE MUST ASSUME THAT SOUTH ASIAN NEEDS WILL RETURN TO 
-NORMAL' LEVELS. WE ALSO CANNOT PREDICT COMMODITY AVAILA- 
BILITIES. 

2. EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT SHOULD, THEREFORE, SEEK SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY INCREASED ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER DONORS IF IT 
SUCCEEDS IN OBTAINING LOWERED UMR. YOU SHOULD SUGGEST TO 
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EGYPTIANS THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE SUCH AN APPEAL TO POTENTIAL 
DONORS BILATERALLY AT PARIS MEETING OF CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
OR ELSEWHERE. 

VANCE 
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